The link between the venereal diseases and drugtaking has been recognized, and further to investigate this matter a survey was carried out of the drug-taking habits of Discussion A survey such as this must rely on the honesty of the patients and it is possible that some denied taking drugs for fear of possible consequences; it was felt that this was more likely to be the case with West Indians and other non-British groups. The high percentage of patients of all groups who admitted taking drugs is surprising. All social strata were represented. There were only two prostitutes (both British-born, both of whom had taken drugs).
One was surprised how easily drugs could be acquired. Several patients said that "every other person" in the local streets could supply soft drugs on request, and furthermore many knew of an easily accessible source of heroin. All those who had taken heroin had also taken amphetamines and cannabis.
Most of those who denied actually taking drugs admitted that they had been offered them.
The higher percentage of women than men who had taken drugs was notable, and it was clear that the more promiscuous the woman the more likely she was to have taken drugs.
It is emphasized that this survey indicates the incidence of drug-taking in a highly selected group; it is further emphasized that it deals with drugtaking-not with addiction. It 
